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In a move which took observers by surprise, during an April 21 session of the National Congress,
opposition Liberal Party deputy Guillermo Alfonso Florentino introduced a motion calling for
the exit of US troops from Honduras. About 1,200 US troops are stationed at the Palmerola air
base, located 82 km. north of Tegucigalpa. The base was first established as the headquarters for
US military operations in Honduras in 1982. Florentino argued that, given the end of the Cold
War and the winding down of military conflicts in neighboring countries, "there is no longer any
reason to continue allowing the presence of foreign troops on our soil." The text of Florentino's
motion concluded: "I call for the immediate exit of the US [troops] and for the turning over of all
installations in Palmerola to Hondurans." Florentino's motion did not receive sufficient backing in
order to be put to a floor vote. To date, the administration of President Rafael Callejas and the US
military have resisted efforts by broad sectors of Honduran society to turn the base installations
over to Hondurans. Under a deal worked out last year, civilian firms engaged in export activities can
access some of the facilities at the base for international air freight shipments. However, the base
itself remains under the control of the US military. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 04/22/93)
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